Crucifixion

Order of the Lesson:

1. Enthronement

2. Praise and Worship Session

3. Video Session

4. Lesson

5. Meditation

6. Lighted Cross Room

Enthronement

We will play Jesus We Enthrone You and some soft music during the enthronement. 
Praise and Worship Session- Ralph & Eunice
1. 4 Songs to be played with prayers and reflections in between.

2. There four songs are Holy Darkness, Above All, Here I Am, Jesus, You’re All I need.
3. Total time for PNW is 30 minutes.
Video Session- Stefan 
1. We will screen a video from a DVD (which I cant remember the title.). The video will show the trial and crucifixion of Jesus.

2. Total time for the show is 14:47 minutes.

Lesson- James
We will deliver the lesson based on 4 questions and James will be touching on the topic of lent. The four questions are:

1. Why did Jesus agree to die on the cross for us? It is because he loves us.

2. There were many temptations that the devil subjected Jesus to. How often do we give in to the temptations in our lives? E.g. Underage smoking.

3. Jesus forgave his prosecutors and all those who said all sorts of bad things about him even in his dying moments. How readily do we forgive our enemies and those we have ill-feelings towards? Do we forgive them or do we go all out to hurt them and continue to despise them?

4. Do you think that it was worth while for Jesus to die for us sinners?

Total time for the lesson is 15 minutes.
Meditation
We will flash pictures using powerpoint and this will include phrases that are stated in the teaching guide (written by Francis). It will bring the teens into a more solemn and contemplative mood. This will prepare them for the lighted candles session.

Total time for meditation is 5 minutes.

Lighted Candles Session- Francisco
We will move the teens to another room where we have lighted tealight candles in the shape of a cross. Soft mediation music will be played throughout the session. There, we will give our teens slips of paper. They can write some of their sins, the names of their enemies or anyone they want to forgive or any general intercessions. There will be a basket placed at the foot of the “cross” for them to drop their slips of paper into. It is not compulsory for them to do so but it will be encouraged. After the first 12-15 minutes, we will say the closing prayer. The teens are then asked to leave the room in Silence. The candles will remain lit till the last teen leaves the room. This is to allow any teen who is too shy or rather remain anonymous to drop their paper into the basket. The candles will only be blown out after the last teen leaves the room. 
Session 8:
The crucifixion
Objective:

· To see how Jesus faces death in its most cruel form and appreciate the way which Jesus accepted it should be the way we face ours.
· To understand the season of Lent by understanding our own sins and why Jesus had to die for us
Input:

a. Last week, we saw Jesus being asked to put his money where his mouth is.  The priests raised the stake and Jesus was prepared to stake his life for his mission – to establish God’s Kingdom on earth.

b. This week we find out the essence of this Kingdom – forgiveness, compassion in the face of repentance, loving community.

Praise and Worship Session

4. 4 Songs to be played with prayers and reflections in between.

5. There four songs are Holy Darkness, Above All, Were You There, You are my All in All, Jesus, You’re All I need.
6. Total time for PNW is 30 minutes.
Purpose for P&W session:

· Set the mood for the scene of Jesus’ crucifixion- Appreciating how He died on the cross for us, how forgiving, compassionate he’s been
Video Session 
3. We will screen a video from a DVD (‘The Bible Jesus’). The video will show the trial and crucifixion of Jesus.

4. Total time for the show is 14:47 minutes.

Summary table

	What happened?
	Significance
	How we relate to life?

	Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. But they kept shouting, “Crucify him, Crucify him!”
(Covered during last lesson)

	Pilate knew that Jesus was innocent. But he became frightened when they threatened to report him to Caesar. In order to protect himself and his job, he gave in to the demands of the crowd.
	When the stakes are high, it’s difficult to stand up for what is right. We are like Pilate when we know what is right but decide to do otherwise. When you have a difficult decision to make, don’t discount the effects of peer pressure. Realise before hand that the right decision could have unpleasant consequences: social rejection, career derailment, public ridicule. Then think of Pilate and decide to stand up for what is right regardless of the consequences.


c. When the end is at hand and death is at his side, he did not call on the angels to minister to him but instead he left his last words for SEVEN matters close to his heart.  Only those in bold need to be emphasized.

a. Forgive them, Father for they know not what they do.

This shows the depth of Christ’s love. That he is able to forgive people, even while they are mocking him on the cross, even when he is in great pain and agony, even when all seems lost. That even before the people repent, Jesus intercedes on their behalf – this is grace at its best.

b. I promise you that today you will be with me in paradise.

There were two criminals who were crucified with Jesus, one to his left, one to his right. One of the criminals actually told Jesus this statement: “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”, of which Jesus gave this response. This shows that even though we have sinned and fallen far from grace many times, Jesus will always welcome us back if we come to him with a contrite heart. This is in many ways similar to the prodigal son in last week’s gospel, where the Father is always willing to forgive despite the younger son failing him badly.

c. He is your son.  She is your mother.

God understands the need for human companionship while we work towards God’s kingdom. – we therefore need to be mother to others when others calls out for our compassion, and a son to others when we obey.  This is the part where Jesus offers his mother to John, and John to his mother. This shows the depth of Jesus’ generosity, that even in his wretched state, he is able to share what is most dear to him to others. Thus, we are also called to be generous to others, to be a mother to others when others call out for our compassion, and a son to others when we obey.

d. My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

His final prayer to glorify the Father which he did not complete – Psalm 22

e. I am thirsty.

There is no disguising his humanity even in this last moment of agony. – Just as Adam represented fallen Man, Jesus has every right to represent redeemed Man.

f. It is finished.

His final report to God.  He has been sent on a mission and he had done the Father proud. – What do we say to that?  Do we accept this truth?

g. Father!  Into your hands I deliver my spirit

Even in death, he surrenders to the Father’s will.

Lesson- James
We will deliver the lesson based on 4 questions and James will be touching on the topic of Lent. The four questions are:

5. Why did Jesus agree to die on the cross for us? 
It is because he loves us.

6. There were many temptations that the devil subjected Jesus to. How often do we give in to the temptations in our lives? 
E.g. Underage smoking.

7. Jesus forgave his prosecutors and all those who said all sorts of bad things about him even in his dying moments. How readily do we forgive our enemies and those we have ill-feelings towards? Do we forgive them or do we go all out to hurt them and continue to despise them?

8. Do you think that it was worth while for Jesus to die for us sinners?

Total time for the lesson is 15 minutes.
Summary table

	What happened?
	Significance
	How we relate to life?

	“Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.”
	Instead of hating them, Jesus asked his Father to forgive them. 

In the midst of his suffering, he was thinking of others instead of himself
	When bad things happen to us, are we willing to forgive others like what Jesus did?

	“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
	A criminal was able to understand that Jesus’s kingdom did not belong to this world. Yet the people at that time couldn’t understand. This criminal’s faith was awe-inspiring. It looked to most people that Jesus’s kingdom was finished. The criminal was able to see beyond the present shame to the coming glory
	

	And the curtain of the temple was torn into two.
	At Christ death, the barrier between God and man was split into two.

The temple had 3 parts: the courts for all the people, the Holy Place where only priests could enter, and the Most Holy Place where the high priest alone could enter once a year to atone for the sins of the people. It was the Most Holy Place that the ark of the covenant and God’s presence with it rested. The curtain that was torn was the one that closed off the Most Holy Place from view.
	We now have direct access to God through Jesus.


Meditation (Instead of small group discussion)
We will flash pictures using powerpoint and this will include phrases that were stated above in the teaching guide. Meditative music will be playing in the background. It will bring the teens into a more solemn and contemplative mood. This will prepare them for the lighted candles session.

Total time for meditation is 5 minutes.

Input from meditation:

· Pictures of Jesus during his last moments, the crucifixion
· Through the ‘7 matters close to his heart’ brought up-> his kingship of love and generosity, it is the kingdom of forgiveness and reconciliation. 
· Reflection: Now how different is this from your concept of an ideal king?

“Instead of might and power, it is about meekness and lowliness.

Instead of bossing over others, it is about loving and forgiving.

Instead of crushing your enemies through brute strength, it is about crushing your enemies through the might of God’s love.

Now how different is this kingdom to you, how alien is this to you?

And will you accept it as it is?”
Lighted Candles Session

Lighted tealight candles in the shape of a cross will be set up. Soft mediation music will be played throughout the session. There, we will give our teens slips of paper. They can write some of their sins, the names of their enemies or anyone they want to forgive or any general intercessions. There will be a basket placed at the foot of the “cross” for them to drop their slips of paper into. It is not compulsory for them to do so but it will be encouraged. After the first 12-15 minutes, we will say the closing prayer. The teens are then asked to leave the room in Silence. The candles will remain lit till the last teen leaves the room. This is to allow any teen who is too shy or rather remain anonymous to drop their paper into the basket. The candles will only be blown out after the last teen leaves the room. 
Input from this paraliturgy:

There are many enemies to the Kingdom of God because the kingdom is too alien a concept to what the world regards as ideal.
To follow Jesus’ kingship values of forgiveness and reconciliation, especially during his last moments in the crucifixion
