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Date: 2nd & 3rd Jan 2008
Topic

:
Joseph, Prepared for God’s Glory
Catechists: ALL
Items needed
:
Lesson Plan


1. Opening Prayers & Enthronement  (20 mins)


2. Administration (15 mins)
- Taking of attendance/ Fines
3. Give out lesson story board
Input:

a. The eleventh son of Jacob, the firstborn of Rachel, and the immediate ancestor of the tribes of Manasses and Ephraim.  Joseph’s suffering initially did not appear to have any meaning.

b. Joseph the object of the mortal hatred of his brothers. He had witnessed some very wicked deed of several among them, and they knew that it had been reported to their father.  Moreover, in his partiality to Joseph, Jacob gave him an ample garment of many colours, and this manifest proof of the patriarch's greater love for him aroused the jealousy of Joseph's brothers to such an extent that "they could not speak peaceably to him". Finally, with the imprudence of youth, Joseph told his brothers two dreams which clearly portended his future elevation over them all, but which, for the present, simply caused them to hate him all the more.
c. In this frame of mind, they seized upon the first opportunity to get rid of the one of whom they spoke as "the dreamer". As they fed their father's flocks in Dothain, they saw from afar Joseph, who had been sent by Jacob to inquire about their welfare, coming to them, and they at once resolved to reduce to naught all his dreams of future greatness. To protect themselves they dipped Joseph's fine garment into the blood of a kid, and sent it to their father. At the sight of this blood-stained garment, Jacob naturally believed that a wild beast had devoured his beloved son, and he gave himself up to the most intense grief 
d. While thus bewailed as dead by his father, Joseph was sold into Egypt, and treated with the utmost consideration and the greatest confidence by his Egyptian master.  With Yahweh's blessing, all things, "both at home and in the field", became so prosperous under Joseph's management that his master trusted him implicitly.
e. Joseph was later cast into prison.  There also Yahweh was with His faithful servant: He gave him favour with the keeper of the prison, who soon placed in Joseph implicit confidence, and even committed to his charge the other prisoners.
f. Summoned before Pharaoh, Joseph declared that both dreams signified that seven years of plenty would immediately be followed by seven years of famine, and further suggested that one-fifth of he produce of the years of plenty be laid by as provision for the years of famine. Deeply impressed by the clear and plausible interpretation of his dreams, and recognizing in Joseph a wisdom more than human, the monarch entrusted to him the carrying out of the practical measure which he had suggested. for this purpose he raised him to the rank of keeper of the royal seal, invested him with an authority second only to that of the throne.
g. The reason for the plight of Joseph became apparent when Israel was struck by famine and his family had to escape to Egypt.  Since Egypt was the great producer of wheat, the Semitic tribes in times of scarcity naturally migrated there, where they were often received with justifiable suspicion.  Joseph disclosed himself to his brothers, calmed their fears, and sent them back with a pressing invitation to Jacob to come and settle in Egypt.
h. During Jacob's last moments, Joseph promised his father that he would bury him in Canaan, and caused him to adopt his two sons, Manasses and Ephraim.
4. Lesson to learn
· As a boy, Joseph has the most vivid horror for the evil done by some of his brothers; 
· As a youth, he resists with unflinching courage the repeated and pressing solicitations of his master's wife. 
· Cast into prison, he displays great power of endurance, trusting to God for his justification. 
· When raised to the rank of viceroy of Egypt, he shows himself worthy of that exalted dignity by his skilful and energetic efforts to promote the welfare of his adopted countrymen and the extension of his master's power. 
· A character so beautiful made Joseph a most worthy type of Christ, and it is comparatively easy to point out some of the traits of resemblance between Joseph and Jesus.  Like Jesus, Joseph was hated and cast out by his brethren, and yet wrought out their salvation through the sufferings they had brought upon him. 
· Like Jesus, Joseph obtained his exaltation only after passing through the deepest and most undeserved humiliations; and, in the kingdom over which he ruled, he invited his brethren to join those whom heretofore they had looked upon as strangers, in order that they also might enjoy the blessings which he had stored up for them. 
· Like Jesus, Joseph had but words of forgiveness and blessing for all who, recognizing their misery, had recourse to his supreme power. It was to Joseph, as to Jesus, that all had to appeal for relief, offer homages of the deepest respect, and yield ready obedience in all things. 
