Church of the Holy Family 

Confirmation 1



Epistles


Lesson Plan

Learning Objectives:

At the end of the session, the students would be able to:

1. Understand the purpose of the epistles and the background of each letter
2. Discuss the highlights of the 13 letters of St. Paul to churches and individuals: Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians; the captivity letters – Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians; 1 and 2 Thessalonians; Pastoral letters – 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus; captivity letter - Philemon

3. Discuss the  highlights of  1 letter written to Christian Jews, i.e. Hebrews 

4. Explain the 7 catholic letters  named after their authors – James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1,2,3 John, Jude

Lesson proper:

Prayer Session







           10 mins


Enthronement


Song: Shine, Jesus, Shine
13 Letters of Paul to churches and individuals.
Romans

1. Purpose – to introduce Paul to the Romans and to give a sample of his message before he arrives in Rome
2. Author - Paul

3. To whom written – The Christians in Rome and believers everywhere

4. Date written – about A.D. 57 from Corinth, as Paul was preparing for a visit to Jerusalem

5. Setting – Apparently Paul had finished his work in the east, and planned to visit Rome on his way to Spain after first bringing a collection to Jerusalem for the poor Christians there. (15:23-28).  The Roman church was mostly Jewish but also contained a great number of gentiles.

6. Principal Theme: Relationship between Judaism and Christianity

7. Key Place – Rome

8. Learning points: 

· Salvation belongs to all regardless of a person’s identity, sin or heritage.  We are saved by grace (unearned, undeserved favour from God) through faith (complete trust) in Christ.  Through him we could stand before God, justified, “not guilty.”  (3:21-5:21)

· Paul speaks directly to his Jewish brothers and explains how the Jews fit into God’s plan (9:1-11:12)

1 and 2 Corinthians
1. Purpose –(1) to identify problems in the Corinthian church, to offer solutions, and to teach the believers how to live for Christ in a corrupt society.

      (2) to affirm Paul’s ministry, defend his authority as an apostle, and refute the 
false teachers in Corinth

2. Author – Paul

3. To whom written – The church in Corinth and Christians everywhere

4. Date Written – about A.D. 55, near the end of Paul’s three-year ministry in Ephesus, during his third missionary journey

5. Setting – Corinth was a major cosmopolitan city, a seaport and major trade center—the most important city in Achaia.  It was also filled with immorality and idolatry.  The church was largely made of gentiles.  Paul had established this church on his second missionary journey.
6. Principal Theme:


(1st) Advice to the Corinthian Church on insubordination, chastity, marriage, 


etc…the Resurrection)

      (2nd) Paul’s suffering and consolation; collection for poor in Jerusalem

7.   Key place –worship meetings in Corinth

      Setting – Church in Corinth is weak.  Surrounded by immorality and idolatry, 
they struggled with their Christian faith and lifestyle.

8.  Learning points: (1 Corinthian)
· Paul turns to the question of unity (1:10 – 4:21).  Explains the gospel message, role of church leaders, and urges them to grow in faith.

· He spoke about worship, the role of women, the Lord’s supper and spiritual gifts, description of the greatest gift…love  (11:3 – 14:39)

Galatians
1. Purpose – To refute the Judaizers (who taught that Gentile believers must obey the Jewish law in order to be saved) and to call Christians to faith and freedom in Christ.
2. Author – Paul

3. To whom written – The churches in southern Galatia founded on Paul’s first missionary journey and Christians everywhere.

4. Date written – about 49 A.D. from Antioch prior to the Jerusalem council.

5. Setting – The most pressing controversy in the early church was the relationship of new believers, particularly Gentiles, to the Jewish laws.  This was especially a problem for the converts and for the young churches that Paul had founded on his first missionary journey.  Paul wrote to correct this problem.  Later at the council in Jerusalem, the conflict was officially resolved by the church leaders.
6. Principal Theme:  Concerns Galatian converts to Christianity who were backsliding to strict Jewish laws; True nature of justification by faith.

7. Learning points

· The Good news is for all people, Jews and Gentiles alike.  

· Salvation is by God’s grace through Faith in Christ Jesus and nothing else. (2:17-21)
Captivity Letters- Ephesians,  Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians (1&2)
Ephesians

1. Purpose – To strengthen the believers in Ephesus in their Christian faith by explaining the nature and purpose of the church; the body of Christ.

2. Author – Paul

3. To whom written – about A.D. 60 from Rome, during Paul’s imprisonment there

4. Setting – Paul may have written this to  be a circular letter to be read to all the churches in the area.  Paul was very close to  the elders of the Ephesian church.  Paul was filled with great sadness when he wrote this because he thought that he was leaving them for what he thought would be the last time.

5. Principal Theme: Discusses mystery of salvation and the mystery of the church

6. Learning points:

· Believers should have unity in their commitment to Christ and their use of Spiritual gifts (4:1-16)

· The church is in constant battle with the forces of darkness and that they should use every spiritual weapon at their disposal (6:10-17)

Philippians

1. Purpose – to thank the Philippians for the gift they had sent Paul and to strengthen these believers by showing them that true joy comes from Jesus Christ alone.

2. Author – Paul

3. To whom written – All the Christians at Philippi and all believers everywhere.

4. Date written – A.D. 61 from Rome during imprisonment there

5. Setting – Paul and his companions began the church at Philippi on his second missionary journey.  Paul was in a Roman prison when he wrote this letter, upon receipt of a gift from this church.  He wrote this letter to thank them for their gift and to encourage them in their faith.
6. Principal Theme: Warns against false teachings; a plea for unity.

7. Learning points:

· The Philippians is a joyful book because it emphasizes the real joy of the Christian life.
Colossians

1. Purpose – to combat errors in the church and to show that believers have everything they need in Christ
2. Author – Paul

3. To whom written – The church at Colosse, a city in Asia Minor, and all believers everywhere

4. Date written – about A.D. 60, during Paul’s imprisonment in Rome

5. Setting – Paul never visited Colosse and the church was founded by other converts from Paul’s missionary travels.  The church, however, had been infiltrated by religious relativism, with some believers attempting to combine elements of paganism and secular philosophy, with Christian doctrine.  Paul confronts these false teachings and affirms the sufficiency of christ.

6. Principal Theme: a highly developed Christology

7. Learning Points

· Paul corrects false teachings. (Emergence of Gnosticism-combination of paganism, strains of Judaism, and Greek philosophies, with Christian truth.).  It denies Christ as God and Saviour.
· Christ is God. -  Jesus Christ is God in the flesh, Lord of all creation.  Reflection of the invisible God.  He is eternal, pre-existent, omnipotent, equal with the Father.  
· Union with Christ.  Because our sin has been forgiven and we have been reconciled to God, we have a union with Christ that can never be broken.  We identify with His death, burial, and resurrection.
Thessalonians (1&2)
1. Purpose – to strengthen the Thessalonian Christians in their faith and give them the assurance of Christ’s return.

2. Author – Paul

3. To whom written – The church of Thessalonica and all believers everywhere

4. Date written – About A. D. 51 from Corinth; one of Paul’s earliest letters

5. Setting – The church at Thessalonica was very young, having been established only two or three years before this letter was written.  The Thessalonians needed to mature in their faith.  In addition, there was a misunderstanding concerning Christ’s second coming—some thought Christ would return immediately, and thus they were confused when their loved ones died because they expected Christ to return beforehand.  Also, believers were being persecuted.
6. Principal Theme


(1st) Praises people and tells of Christ’s second coming

      (2nd ) Paul’s concern about their attitude expecting a second coming of Christ too 

soon.
7. Learning points:

· Christ’s return – Since Paul had said that the Lord could come at any moment, some of the Thessalonian believers had stopped working to wait for Christ.

· Great Rebellion-Before Christ’s return, there will be a great rebellion against God led by the man of lawlessness (the anti-Christ).  God will remove all the restraints on evil before he brings judgment on the rebels.  The anti-Christ will attempt to deceive many. (2 Thessalonian 2:8-11)
· Persistence-Because church members had quit working and become disorderly and disobedient, Paul chastised them for their idleness.  He called them to show courage and true Christian conduct.

Pastoral Letters Timothy, Titus
Timothy (1&2)

1. Purpose:  To give encouragement and  instruction to Timothy, a young leader

2. To whom written: (1st) young church leaders, and all believers everywhere

       (2nd) Timothy and all Christians everywhere

3. Date written:  (1st)about A.D. 64, from Rome or Macedonia (possibly Philippi), probably prior to Paul’s final imprisonment in Rome.


(2nd) About A.D. 66 or 67, from prison in Rome; After two years of freedom, Paul 
was arrested again and executed under Emperor Nero.
4. Setting: Timothy was one of Paul’s closest companions.  Paul had sent Timothy to the church at Ephesus to counter the false teaching that had arisen there. (1 Timothy:3,4). Timothy probably served for a time as a leader in the church at Ephesus.  Paul had hoped to visit Timothy (3:14, 15; 4:13), but in the meantime, he wrote this letter to give Timothy practical advice about the ministry.

5. Principal Theme:


(1st) advise to Timothy about handling wrong ideas of some Epehsians
      (2nd) Asks Timothy to protect community against false teachings; expresses great 


love for Timothy

6. Learning Points:


(1st)

· Sound Doctrine – Paul instructed Timothy to preserve the Christian faith by teaching sound doctrine and modeling right living; Oppose false teaching by false teachers who were leading church members from belief in “salvation by faith in Jesus Christ alone.”

 (2nd)

· Boldness – In the face of opposition and persecution, Timothy was to carry out his ministry without fear or shame.  Paul urged him to utilise boldly the gifts of preaching and teaching that the Holy Spirit had given him.

Titus
1. Purpose:  To advise Titus in his responsibility of supervising the churches on the island of Crete.

2. Author: Paul

3. To whom it was written: Titus, a Greek, probably converted to Christ through Paul’s ministry (he had become Paul’s special representative to the island of Crete), and all believers everywhere.

4. Date Written: A.D. 64 around the same time 1 Timothy was written; probably from Macedonia when Paul traveled between his Roman imprisonments.

5. Setting: Paul sent Titus to organise and oversee the churches of Crete.  This letter tells Titus how to do this job.

6. Principal Theme: Advice to young workers to help them in Christianizing the social world.

7. Special features: Titus is very similar to 1 Timothy with its instructions to church leaders.
8. Learning Points:
· Character – Titus’ responsibility in Crete was to appoint elders to maintain proper organization and discipline, so Paul listed the qualities needed for eldership.  Their conduct in their homes revealed their fitness for service in the church.

· Citizenship- Christians must be good citizens in society, not just in Church.  Believers must obey the government and work honestly.

Hebrews

1. Purpose – to present the sufficiency and superiority of Christ.

2. Author – Paul, Luke, Barnabas, Apollos, Silas, Philip, Priscilla and others have been suggested because the name of the author has not been suggested in Biblical text itself.  Whoever it was, speaks of Timothy as a brother.

3. To whom written – Hebrew Christians (perhaps second generation christians), who may be considering a return to Judaism, perhaps because of immaturity, stemming from a lack of understanding of Biblical truths; and all believers in Christ.
4. Date written-Probably before the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem in AD 70, because the religious sacrifices and ceremonies are referred to in the book, but no mention of the temple’s destruction.

5. Setting – These Jewish Christians were probably undergoing fierce persecution, socially and physically, both from the Jews and the Romans.  Christ had not returned to establish his kingdom, and the people needed to be reassured that Christianity was true and that Jesus was indeed the Messiah.

6. Principal Theme: Treats the dignity of the person of Christ…God’s ultimate word of salvation.
7. Special Features- Although Hebrews is called a “letter” (13:22), it has the form and content of a sermon.

8. Learning Points:

· Christ is superior - Hebrews reveals Jesus’ true identity as God..  Jesus is the ultimate authority.  He is greater than any religion or any angel.  He is superior to any Jewish leader (such as Abraham, Moses, Joshua) and superior to any priest.  He is the complete revelation of God.  (Jesus alone can forgive our sins.  He has secured your forgiveness and salvation by his death on the cross.)

· High Priest – In the Old Testament, the high priest represented the Jews before God.  Jesus Christ links us with God.  There is no other way to reach God. Because Jesus Christ lived a sinless life, he is the perfect substitute to die for our sin.  He is our perfect representative with God. (Jesus guarantees our access to the Father.  He intercedes for us so we can boldly come to the Father.)

James
1. Purpose – To expose hypocritical practices and to teach right Christian behaviour

2. Author – James, Jesus’ brother, a leader in the Jerusalem church

3. To whom written – First century Jewish Christians residing in Gentile communities outside Palestine and all Christians everywhere

4. Date written - Probably AD 49, prior to the Jerusalem council held in AD 50.

5. Setting – This letter expresses James’ concern for persecuted Christians who were once part of the Jerusalem church.
6. Principal Theme: teaches necessity of good works to accompany faith.

7. Learning Points-

· Living Faith – James wants believers not only to hear the truth, but also to do it.  He contrasts empty faith (claims without conduct) with faith that works.  Commitment to love and to serve is evidence in true faith.

Peter (1&2)

1. Purpose – (1st) to offer encouragement to suffering Christians
       (2nd) to warn Christians about false teachers and to exhort them to grow in              
their faith in and knowledge of Christ.

2. Author – Peter

3. To whom written –  (1st)Jewish Christians driven out of Jerusalem and scattered throughout Asia Minor and all believers everywhere

       (2nd) The church at large and all believers everywhere
4. Date Written – AD 62-64, possibly from Rome.

       (2nd) AD 67, three years after the first letter, from Rome

5. Setting –  (1st) Peter was probably in Rome when the great persecution began.  (Eventually Peter was executed during this persecution.) Throughout the Roman empire, Christians were being tortured and killed for their faith, and the church in Jerusalem was being scattered throughout the Mediterranean world.
      (2nd) Peter knew that his time on earth was limited (1:13, 14), so he wrote       

      About what was on his heart, especially about the false teachers. He reminded

      Readers of the unchanging truth of the Gospel.

6. Principal Theme: 

      (1st) teaches the value of Christ’s death and resurrection

      (2nd) exhorts readers to be faithful and blameless; helps build hope for second 
coming; warns against false teachings

7. Learning Points:

· Salvation – our salvation is a gracious gift from God.  God chose us out our His love for us, Jesus died to pay for the penalty for our sin, and the Holy Spirit cleansed us from sin when we believed.  Eternal life is a wonderful privilege for those who trust in Christ.
· Persecution – Peter offers faithful believers comfort and hope.  We should expect ridicule, rejection, and suffering because we are Christians.  Persecution makes us stronger because it refines our faith.  We can face persecution victoriously as Christ did, if we rely on Him.

· God’s family – We are privileged to belong to God’s family, a community with Christ as the Founder and Foundation.  Everyone in this community is related—we are all brothers and sisters, loved equally by God.

· Family Life – Peter encouraged the wives of unbelievers to submit to their husbands’ authority as a means to winning them to Christ.  He urged all family members to treat others with sympathy, love, compassion and humility.

· Judgment – God will judge everyone with perfect justice.  We all will face God.  He will punish evildoers and those who persecute God’s people.  Those who love Him will be rewarded with life forever in His presence.

John (1,2,3)
1. Purpose – To reassure Christians in their faith and to counter false teachings

2. Author – The apostle John

3. To whom written – The letter is untitled and was written to no particular  
church.  It was sent as a pastoral letter to several Gentile congregations.  It 
was also written to believers everywhere.
4. Date Written – Probably between AD 85 and 90, from Ephesus.

5. Setting – John was an older man and perhaps the only surviving apostle at that 
time.  He had not yet been banished to the island of Patmos, where he    
would live in exile.  As an eyewitness of Christ, he wrote authoritatively 
to give this new generation of believers assurance and confidence in God  
and in their faith.

6. Key verse – “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God so that you may know that you have eternal live.” (5:13)

7. Key People – John, Jesus

8. Special Features

9. John is the apostle of love, and love is mentioned throughout this letter.  There 
are a number of similarities between this letter and John’s gospel—in 
vocabulary, style and main ideas.  John uses brief statements and simple 
words and he features sharp contrast—light and darkness, truth and error, 
God and Satan, life and death, love and hate.

10.  Learning Points

· Sin – Even Christians sin.  Sin requires God’s forgiveness, and Christ’s death provides it for us.  

· Love – Christ commands us to love others as he loved us.  (Love means putting others first and being unselfish.

· Family of God – We become God’s children by believing in Christ. (Live as a faithful, loving family member.)
· Truth and Error – God is truth and light.  So the more we get to know him the better we can keep focused on the truth.

· Assurance – God is in control of heaven and earth.  Because His word is true, we can have assurance of eternal life and victory over sin.

 Jude
1. Possibly written by the brother of James
2. Purpose: to Christians who had backtracked on pagan immoralities
       Philemon

1. To Christians whose slave Onesimus had run away, been converted and ready to return.
2. Asks Philemon to be merciful  and expresses Christian brotherhood.
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