Jesus’ Public Ministry Part 1
Objective: Jesus worked miracles.

In this lesson, we focus on the non-healing miracles, of which 4 examples are:

1) The Wedding at Cana : Jesus changed water to wine.

2) Calming a storm

3) Jesus feeds 5000. 

4) Jesus walks on the water.

Miracles can be healing and non-healing. 

Associations with miracles are:

· Something divine

· God

· Unexpected

· Out of the ordinary

· Something man cannot do

The 4 case studies will aid to enlighten  the purpose of Jesus’ miracles and their learning points.

Kindly refer to the next page for the table.  =)

The Wedding at Cana: Jesus turns water into wine. Jn 2: 1-11
	What happened?
	Significance
	How we relate it to life?

	Jesus and his disciples were at a wedding in Cana.
	Jesus took time to be with his people in times of celebration and joy. 
	Jesus is there with us in times of joy, and even in sorrow. Nothing is too insignificant for him. 

	The couple ran out of wine
	In those days, weddings were big celebrations tt could last for a week. Running out of wine was like breaking the strong unwritten law of hospitality. 
	Sometimes, even though we plan long and hard for something, things can still go wrong.

	Mary highlighted the problem to Jesus and asked him to do something. 
	Mary, being considerate and worried for the couple, did not want them to be embarrassed. She also recognized his power to help them.
	Mary, mother of God loves us and always intercedes for us through Jesus.

	Jesus said, “Dear woman, why do you involve me? My time has not yet come.”
	This was Jesus’ first miracle. It may be quite puzzling why he said that, but he still listened and obeyed Mary’s pleas. 
	Jesus is the epitome of obedience. He respects and loves his mother, doing her bidding even though he said its not time yet. 

	Mary said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
	Mary has utmost trust in Jesus. She did not ask him what he was going to do, but told the servants to follow his instructions. 
	We should always trust in what the Lord tells us, as he knows the best solutions to our problems.

	Jesus told the servants to fill the jars with water
	Jesus loved the wedding couple, and did not want to see them being mocked by not having enough wine. Thus, he created the best wine they can never buy. 
	When we ask Jesus for help, we too must help ourselves, just like how the servants must first fill the jars with water before he can turn it into wine.

	Jesus turned water into wine.
	He is God with divine powers, which sometimes is nature defying. 
And he only gives us the best! 
	Let us never underestimate what he can do, and trust that he knows what we need.


Jesus stills a storm - Mt 8: 23-27
	What happened?
	Significance
	How we relate it to life?

	Jesus and the disciples were out at sea. 
	Jesus’ disciples were mostly fishermen. 
	Jesus chooses the simplest of people to be his disciples. We don’t have to be perfect or mighty to follow him. We just have to be simple and willing.

	A sudden storm came and took them by surprise. They feared for their lives.
	This allowed us to see how the disciples reacted in times of need. 
	There will always be unpredictable things that come our way. It could be God’s test to see how we react.

	Jesus was sleeping
	Jesus, master of creation was asleep, as nothing could instill fear or overcome his powers. 
	Even though Jesus is sleeping, he knew what was going on. He is God and he has no fear. 

	Disciples woke him up, saying “Lord save us! We’re going to drown!”
	Even Jesus’ disciples need a lesson or two on faith! They are in the boat with the Lord. They should not fear. 
	Sometimes, our fears take over our faith. We let them control us, making us helpless and vulnerable. 

	“You of little faith, why are you so afraid?”
	The disciples panicked because they did not really know Jesus and what he can do. If they knew, they would not have reacted the way they did. 
	There are times when we try everything else, or turn to all kinds of solutions before we turn to God. But why keep the best for last? He should be the first we approach for help.

	Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves and it was completely calm. 
	Jesus is always willing to help when we ask. 
He will never leave us in the lurch
	Trust that God is your protector and guide. He is with you, even during dire situations. Seek and you shall find, ask and you shall receive, knock and the door shall be opened to you. 

	“What sort of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?”
	The disciples still does not know Jesus yet. At this point, they may not even believe he is God!
	Even the disciples have their own times of doubts and uncertainty. May we continue to strive to know our God


Jesus feeds 5000 - Luke 9: 10-17

	What happened?
	Significance?
	How we relate it to life?

	Jesus and his disciples initially wanted to retreat a town called Bethsaida.
	Jesus, and his disciples, in all they do, always found time for rest, and quiet time with God. 
	In ministry work, or even in our daily lives, it is always important to retreat and spend some quiet time with God. 


	However the crowds learnt about it and wanted to follow them
	Jesus’ charisma attracted many, as he was a great teacher and healer. 
	We also can look to him for wisdom and knowledge, knowing tt he is able to heal our wounds in his own time.

	Jesus asked his disciples to give them something to eat.
	Do you think Jesus would ask them for the impossible? This might be his way of testing them! 
	Jesus knows our gifts and strengths. He will not put us to tests that we can’t handle. He will not ask something of us that we can’t give. 

	Disciples said they only had 5 loaves and 2 fish
	Disciples are too quick too state their limitations. Shows us tt they too, have a lot to learn about their master.
	Sometimes we are too quick to say “No, I can’t do this…” Through prayer, we learn more about ourselves, and thru life, we discover the gifts bestowed on us.

	Jesus multiplied the 5 loaves and 2 fish
	Jesus, knowing their weakness then shows them a miracle- no matter how impossible it might seem, he makes it possible. 
	Jesus loves his people and takes care not only of their spiritual well-being but physical well-being as well. He makes sure everyone who followed him have enough to eat.

	Leftovers filled 12 baskets.
	Jesus supplies them with more than they can eat!
	Our God is a generous God and he will always bless us with more that we expect. 


Jesus walked across water – Mt 14 : 22-33
	What happened?
	Significance?
	How we relate it to life?

	Jesus made his disciples get onto the boat and he went to the mountainside to pray.
	Jesus always found strength through prayer. He was God, and human at the same time, and he needed strength too from God the father. 
	Prayer gives us strength beyond our abilities. When we think we cannot take it anymore, prayer is the strong hand that holds us up.

	The disciples struggled to steer the boat as the winds were against them.
	The disciples, in obeying the Jesus’ command to go onto the boat will too face challenges. 
	We all have our crosses to bear. The path to Jesus may not be the easiest to walk, but we know that he is walking with us. 

	Jesus walked on water towards them.
	Jesus once again showed them another miracle, hoping that through him, they will see God’s power and glory. 
	

	They saw him and thought he was a ghost.
	Being humans, they too have their doubts and fears. The disciples display our frailties as humans. 
	

	Jesus said, “Take courage, it is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
	God is in charge! Don’t be afraid. He is here. 
	Jesus is a great comforter who can provide peace in our hearts. 

	Peter said, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
	Peter, the disciple challenges Jesus, as he did not believe. 
	We too challenge Jesus in some point in my life, “If you are God, you will make the bus come, not not make me late.” We often forget e meaning of God. He is our Father, and not someone at our beck and call. 

	“Come”
	Jesus too challenges Peter to walk on water. 
	Jesus always welcomes. He embraces even sinners, and discriminates no one. 

	Peter noticed the strong wind and became frightened. 
	Peter let the strong wind lose his focus on the Lord, thus allowing him to sink. 
	Sometimes our faith wavers, and we allow our emotions takeover, that is when we sink.

	“Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and grabbed him.
	Peter, then believing that Jesus is the one walking on the water, cries out for help. 
	We too cry out for help in times of desperation. And Jesus always hears our prayer and his heart feels for our needs. 

	“Truly you are the Son of God.”
	The disciples are slowly becoming convinced that the man who they are hanging around with is not just master, but God. 
	He is God, all powerful and almighty. There is nothing he cannot do. 


