Jesus’ Public Ministry 2: The Healing miracles
4pm-4.20pm: Enthronement and hymn singing. 

Song to sing: 
You raise me up- Gosh Groban

Some background info
Miracles of Jesus - Eyewitness Testimony
The miracles of Jesus range from changing water into wine to healing the lame and the blind. How do we know He did these things? We have the eyewitness testimony of four gospel writers, who record at least 35 miracles of Jesus.

=

For a Christian, it's evident that Christ's miracles are supernatural occurrences ordained by God the Father who empowered the Son to complete them for His glory. In John 14:10-13 it says, "Don't you believe that I am in the Father and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father living in me who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves." For a believer in Jesus, this is proof of the supernatural work that made the miracles possible. Unger's Bible Dictionary defines miracles as: "supernatural manifestations of divine power in the external world, in themselves special revelations of the presence and power of God; and in connection with other special revelations to which they are subservient, as aiding in their attestation, establishment and preservation."

=

"an extraordinary event manifesting divine intervention in human affairs, or as an extremely outstanding or unusual event, thing, or accomplishment." According to the Biblical Studies Foundation, a miracle "is an unusual and significant event (terasa) which requires the working of a supernatural agent (dunamis) and is performed for the purpose of authenticating the message or the messenger (semeion)."

=

This lesson is to bring light to Jesus’ miracles, and to further understand what they meant, who Jesus was, and to understand Jesus’ PUBLIC MINISTRY.

There might be some of them who will say, “Why should we believe this?”, “How can you be so sure that Jesus did that?”, “What if it is all made up?”, “How can he defy the natural laws?” etc.

We standing there, in front of the class saying that Jesus is all-powerful may not be as convincing as them experiencing it themselves. We are not there to prove Jesus’ worth. 

We are instruments, to share His goodness and glory, to shed light and bring about awareness that our God did this and that. 

One or two lessons on Jesus’ public ministry is not going to transform their faith by leaps and bounds. Maybe it might cause a stirring, or a ripple. I guess our role is to try to build that faith in them, with God’s help and their help too. 

Faith is not seeing and yet believing. Do we see Jesus’ body and blood physically turning to bread and wine every week? No. But we believe that Jesus died for us, for love, he gave his all, that we might receive and be saved. Them not believing is actually perfectly human, and normal. Even the disciples themselves doubted! And to think that they have lived and journeyed with Jesus in person! 
So hopefully we can try to explain as much as we can about the miracles, and share how much we believe in them first, before expecting the kids to believe in them.

We might say that there were eye-witnesses to prove Jesus did all those things? The kids could also doubt those prophets and gospel writers. 

They will only truly believe when Jesus works in their hearts and in their lives, performing miracles for them in their own lives, in his own time and way. 

The lesson is not to stuff these facts down their throats, but a time for faith sharing. =)

I believe, in their own time, they will see…
In these healing parables, you will see very clearly Jesus’ great compassion for the sick. And those who come to him have been healed, no matter how serious their conditions are. 
We too, should also have compassion and empathy for the sick in our community, to pray and care for them too. 

=

4.20-4.40: 
Jesus heals a lame man by the pool – John 5: 1-15
	What happened?
	Significance
	How we relate it to life?

	“Here a great number of people used to lie…”
	Here laid a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water ...
They believed in the healing properties of water, tt they can be cleansed. 

Water is a symbol of salvation and cleansing. Just like how we gain new life from the waters from our Baptism. 
=


	Some background:

For years critics questioned John's description of a pool "having five porches," because such an architectural design would be highly unusual. But that changed when excavators began digging in the area about a century ago.

"... When Bethesda was cleared of the rubble of centuries and brought once more to the light of day, [archaeologists discovered] a vast double pool covering 5,000 square yards to the north of the Temple area. It in fact had five colonnades. Four of these surrounded the whole place, but the fifth porch, in which the sick folk lay waiting to be healed, stood on a ridge of rock which divided the two pools" (Werner Keller, The Bible as History, 1982, p. 423).



	One who was there had been invalid for 38 years
	His situation sounded helpless, almost impossible to rectify. 38 years is dreadfully long period to not be able to walk. 
	No matter how long the suffering is, Jesus is able to heal. 

	“Do you want to get well?”
	Jesus gives him an option, and asks him his intentions.
	All of us have choices to make. We need to take ownership of the things we want, and be convicted to say, 

“Yes, I want to be healed.” “I want to be forgiven.” 

“I want to know how to love.”

	“I have no one to help me into the pool…”
	This man, obviously has lost much hope, as he laments about his situation..
	Sometimes we also tell ourselves, “we can’t do it, it’s beyond our means…” 
We face more limitations if we base on our own mental and physical strength alone. We should always seek spiritual strength too, so tt God can work through us. 



	“Get up! Pick up your mat and walk! “
	This sounds almost impossible! A man not walking for 38 years could have forgotten how to walk! His muscles must have been very weak too, as they’ve not been used for such a long time! 
	Jesus challenges him to believe- that he can now, after 38 years, STAND UP AND WALK!
He believed. He got up and started walking. Sometimes, when situations seem like they have reached their dead end, the Lord will can show you another path if you pray and believe. 

	“It’s the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat…”
	These ppl obviously do not recognize the wonders of the miracle tt has just happened! This man can walk! After so long! But they are only bothered by what the law says instead of acknowledging the miracle and rejoicing.
	Are we also caught up with petty rules and regulations, that we are sometimes blind to the genuine needs of ppl? Do we understand the rules/laws we follow or are we just following them blindly? Do they make us apathetic ppl? Are your guidelines for living, God made or man made?

God can perform the miracles, but its up to us whether we want to acknowledge it.

	“See you have been made well! Do not sin anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you.”
	This man is healed physically, and now he has to work on seeking forgiveness from his sins. 
	We should always be thankful for God’s graces, (Jesus healed this man, without him asking.) and concentrate on leading a sinless life to the best of our abilities. 


4.40-5.00
Jesus Heals a Leper
	What happened?
	Significance
	How we relate it to life?

	When Jesus came down from the mountainside, great crowds followed him.
	Jesus was a people person and the goodness of his works and healings have spread rapidly through word of mouth. 
	---

	“Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”
	He knows that leprosy is a dreadful disease that has no cure. It’s like a death sentence. And saying that Jesus can cure him means that he believes that Jesus can work wonders that may seem impossible. 
	In our prayers, we often offer our petitions and prayers up to our Father, knowing that he hears them. We should always offer prayers with sincerity and not demanding that God give us what we want. Rather, it is what he wants for us. 

	“I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!”
	Ask and you shall receive
Seek and you shall find

Knock and the door will be opened.

Our faith is one that requires action. We need to be proactive in honing it, and believing in it. 
	We must want to see God’s love and grace. We must be willing to be opened to the spirit. Miracles could be happening, but if we are distracted or blinded by other temptations, that we miss the wonders of life. 

	“See that you don’t tell anyone. But go show yourself to the priest… “
	Only the priest had the power to declare that the leper is able to be a part of the community again. The priest is an influential figure of the community and his word was law. Jesus wanted this man to convince this influential figure of the Father’s power, who will in turn influence the rest of the community. 
	After we experience God’s healing touch, it is good that we spread and share it with others around us, so as to glorify and thank God for what he has done for us. 
Just like lamp should not be kept under the table, we too have a duty to spread the light of Christ. 


5-5.20pm
Jesus heals a bleeding woman – Mark 5: 25-28
	What happened?
	Significance
	How we relate it to life?

	A woman, suffering from 12 years…unable to find a cure…”
	This woman has sought all means for 12 long years to be cured, but no one was able to cure her.
	---

	“If I just touch his cloak, I will be healed.”
	This woman displayed great faith. She believed in Jesus’ power to heal, just by hearsay. She did not need to know him, nor see him perform miracles. She recognized that he was able to help her. 
Romans 10:17 teaches, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

	For someone who has been sick for so long, and tried so hard to get well, it’s so amazing that she still has the energy and perseverance to keep trying. Many ppl could have given up by then, or become jaded. They might even be angry at God, for their long suffering. But instead of being bitter, she displayed great faith. 

	“Who touched my cloak?”
	Jesus already knew that she touched him, but he wanted to teach her something about her faith, and to own up to it if she truly believed.
	As Catholics, our faith is sometimes challenged and we may even be scorned for our beliefs. Jesus teaches us to be courageous and stand up for what we believe in.  

	“The woman came and fell at his feet, trembling, telling the truth…”
	Owning up to her faith wasn’t an easy thing to do. Moreover, she could also have been so awed…that after so long, she is finally healed and is trying to believe what has just happened to her. 
	When we suddenly realize that whatever miracle happens in our lives, we will feel awestruck and fall on our knees, praising God. Tt is a healing moment when you know God is in charge and he is great. 

	“Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.”
	Jesus affirmed this woman of her great faith. He has also granted her peace, peace of heart and freeing her from suffering.
	Imagine being worried about something for a long time, or having a crisis in your family. When you keep praying and the day finally comes when everything becomes better or resolved, you’ll feel tt your heart is lightened. That is Jesus giving you peace.


5.20-5.30- Journal writing and closing prayer
In 3 sentences, summarize what you have learnt in class today.

Does learning about the miracles help me know my Lord better and the work that he does?

