Session 12: Resurrection to Ascension
Resuurection:

Luke 24: 1-12

Show video on the Tomb of Jesus

· The Resurrection is the most important fact in the Christian faith
· 1 Corinthians 15:14 If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith

· So why is the Resurrection of Jesus so important?

Questions to discuss during group discussion:

1. Why is the Resurrection of Jesus so important? (Not all the teens have to reply. You can ask a particular person in the group to answer. However remember to affirm him/her regardless of whether he/she answered the question correctly.)
     i. Because Jesus rose from death as he had said, we know that whatever he said and done are true. He is really God!!!!
    ii. The resurrection shows that Jesus had defeated Satan and death and that we too will be raised from the dead to live with Christ forever.

   iii. The Resurrection gives authority to the Church witnesses in the world. Look at the early evangelistic sermons in the Book of Acts: The apostles most important message was the proclamation that Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead.
   iv. The Resurrection assures us that Christ is alive and ruling his kingdom. He is not legend. He is alive and real.

2. What word or words strike you while you were reading this? (All teens have to answer. They only have to tell us the phrase that struck them. There is no need for them to explain the reason but let them explain if they want to.)
Walk to Emmaus:

Luke 24:13-32

· The 2 believers went to Emmaus with a heavy heart BUT they returned to Jerusalem with a heart that is filled with joy.
· That’s what happens to us when we experience the Risen Lord.

Group Discussion:

	What happened?
	Significance

	Verse 16: but they were kept from recognizing him.
	They were too focused on their problems and disappointments that they failed to recognize Jesus when he was walking along them.

	Verse 21: but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel
	Most Jews believed that the Old Testament prophesies pointed to military and political messiah; they didn’t realize that the Messiah had come to redeem the people from sins. Therefore they lost all hope when Jesus died. They didn’t understand that Jesus’s death offered the greatest hope possible

	Verse 27: And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
	The Old Testament pointed to Jesus as our Messiah

Look at a few examples in the OT that pointed to Jesus:

1. Psalm 110: 1-4

2. Psalm 22: 16-18

3. Jeremiah 23: 5-6

4. Ezekiel 34: 23

5. Ezekiel 37: 24-25

6. Isaiah 53


Ascension:
Acts 1:9-12

· Celebrated 40 days after Easter

· Jesus ascension into heaven

· Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he promised that He will send the Holy Spirit to the disciples 

Group Discussion:

Facilitators to share/teach the teens the following:

1. During his ministry on Earth, Jesus had told his disciples about the Holy Spirit. In John 14:26, “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything that I have said to you.” Though Jesus went up to heaven, he did not leave his disciples alone. He promised them the HS.
2. Ascension is the restoration of the glory that the Son had before he came down o Earth.
3. For the Christian, the ascension of Christ is meaningful in four ways.
· First, without it there would be no gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus had to ascend before he could send the Spirit. If Jesus remained on earth, his physical presence would have limited the spread of the Gospel since physical he could only be at one place at any time. After he was taken up into heaven, he would be spiritually present everywhere through the HS.

· Second, since a truly human Jesus has ascended to heaven, human beings can also ascend there. Jesus went “to prepare a place” for his followers (John 14:2). The hope of those who are “in Christ” is that they will eventually ascend to be with him (2 Corinthians 5:1-10).
· Third, the Ascension proves that the sacrifice of Christ is finished and accepted by God. Jesus has passed through the heavens (Hebrews 4:14) and entered the presence of God (Hebrews 6:20). That is described as the inner sanctuary of the heavenly temple, the real temple of which the one on earth was a copy (Hebrews 9:24). Jesus’ death was a single, once-for-all sacrifice to God (Hebrews 9:12). Afterwards, Christ sat down (Hebrews 1:3; Hebrews 10:12; Hebrews 12:2), showing that no repetition of his sacrifice is necessary.
· CCC 664: Being seated at the Father’s right hand signifies the inauguration of the Messiah’s kingdom, the fulfillment of the prophet Daniel’s vision concerning the Son of man: “To him was given dominion and glory and kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed” Daniel 7:14. After this event the apostles became witnesses of the ‘kingdom [that] will have no end’.
· Fourth, the Ascension means that there is a human being in heaven who sympathizes with humanity. He can therefore speak to the Father on humanity’s behalf (1 John 2:1). Jesus has experienced everything humans experience—birth, growth, temptation, suffering, and death. Therefore, he can serve effectively as a mediator (Hebrews 2:17; Hebrews 5:7-10).  He intercedes for us to God. Christ’s Ascension assures the church that God understands the human situation and that Christians can therefore approach him boldly in their prayers (Hebrews 4:14-16).
4. Thus, Christ’s Ascension is an important aspect of New Testament teaching. It is the basis for recognition of Christ’s exalted status and for the Christian’s confidence and hope.
