WE ARE PART OF THE FAITH COMMUNITY
MODULE 5 SESSION 4
“The Church: A Community of Believers

(excerpts from Thomas Zanzig, Confirmed in a Faithful Community)

Module Aims:

1. To introduce or re-inforce for the candidates the understanding of the Church as a community of believers committed to living out the vision and values of Jesus

2. To prepare the candidates for  celebrating the entrance ritual, which marks their desire to participate in the period of formation.

Session Proper:

1. Prayer Session -  15 minutes

Preparation:  Assign 2 YFs to facilitate the preparation.


A Big mahjong paper in the shape of a church will be placed at the center of the 
room.  The altar will be placed at the foot of the church. All students are the sit 
around this setting. Each student will be given a piece of post it sticker on 
which 
they are to write their names.  YFs will facilitate this preparation.


Opening Song:  The Summons

Will you come and follow me, if I but call your name?


Will you go where you don’t know, and never be the same?


Will you let my love be shown, Will you let my name be known?


Will you let my life be grown in you, and you in me?


Will you leave yourself behind, if I but call your name?


Will you care for cruel and kind, and never be the same?


Will you risk the hostile stare, Should your life attract or scare?


Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?


Will you let the blinded see, if I but call your name?


Will you let the prisoners free, and never be the same?


Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen?


And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?


Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name?


Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?


Will you use the faith you’ve found, to re-shape the world around?


Through my sight and touch and sound, in you and you in me?


Lord, your summons echoes true, when you call my name.


Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.


In your company I’ll go, where your love and footsteps show.


Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.


Prayer:  Center on the theme of  Jesus call’ as in the summons…to follow him, 
as a call to Christians, a call to mission, a call to the entrance ritual………

     Invitation to the candidates to answer this call by sticking their names onto

     the Church drawing, in front.  Once everyone has stuck the post-it paper on the

     Church drawing, the prayer leader will pray for all the candidates.

2. Activity – Assign 2 YFs to facilitate this session. 45 minutes


Preparation:  (Benson to prepare the materials needed.)

· Four sheets of poster board, six sheets of construction paper (assorted colours), 2 pairs of scissors (per group), 1 roll of transparent tape per group, 1 bottle of glue (per group)

· Masking tape and string

· Newspaper, markers, poster paper


Scripture Reading: Acts 2:38-4

Learning points:

· Pentecost is often referred to as the birthday of the church.
· Early Christians gathered together-prayer, psalms, praising, breaking bread…
· There are 2 billion Christians of which 1 billion are Catholics.

· The Holy Spirit holds the Church together.

· Explore the meaning and general characteristics of the Church.


Activity:

1. Divide the candidates into groups. Give them the set of materials listed above.

2. Ask the groups to build …..a Church with the following characteristics: strength, beauty, and warmth.  They each have 20 minutes to build their church.

3. Key points of the exercise:

· not so much what they build, but how they build it

· the real dynamic is the interaction of the group, level of cooperation, leaders of the group, (take note also of back benchers)
4. When time is up, ask the groups to quickly clean up their work area.

5. Invite the group to briefly present its creation, identifying how the qualities of strength, beauty and warmth were achieved.  Encourage applause after each presentation.

6. Ask:  Do you see any significant differences between the churches?

                What are the positive qualities?

                If the groups built an actual church building, ask why did it do so? The 

    instruction mentioned only church, not necessarily a place of worship.

7. Sharing/Learning points:

· Most people think of church as a building, a place of worship, a “house of God”
· The church is a community of believers bound together by a common faith in Jesus.  The real churches that the group built, are the groups themselves.

· Was there cooperation?  Were there leaders? How did the group respond? As an individual, did you help of did you just sit back and do nothing?

· This is what the church is all about—people joined together with a common purpose and direction, working together to achieve certain goals.  Mention to the candidates that the way they reacted during this exercise might give them some insight into the way they react in other groups, including the community we call Church.

· Definition:  The church is a gathering of people who profess faith in the risen Jesus and his message who, through the power of the Holy Spirit, live a life of loving service to all people.

· Matthew 28:20 “I am with you always, yes, to the end of time.” The gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was the fulfillment of this promise.

· The conviction of Christians is that the Spirit continually guides the Church, constantly reminding God’s followers of the powerful message of Jesus, and giving them the insight and strength to live according to that message.

· Individual members of the Church do not always do a good job at responding to the Spirit.  They make mistakes, stumble around with their ignorance and selfishness…….The fact that the Church has survived for two thousand years is the best evidence that God is with us.

· AS this process moves forward to the next phase, the period of formation, the candidates face the basic question of whether they want to continue on with this process in a spirit of openness, honesty, and cooperation.  Talk about the process of Confirmation.


3.   Journal Writing   (10 mins)

Invite the students to pen their thoughts regarding the coming their decision to proceed with the “entrance ritual.”

Am I ready to proceed?  What are my anxieties or fears?  What is expected of me?  What is my mission?  Am I ready to commit my time, talent, energy?


Will I answer Jesus’ call positively?

4.  Closing Prayer   (5 mins)

