 

THE BIBLE
 

Objective: A familiarization tour of the Bible.
 

10 min: Enthronement of the Altar and P&W
 

15 min: Group Bible Game
Randomly call out the books below one by one. 
First group to find how many chapters there are in that book gets 5 points.
 

	Exodus                                                
	40

	Esther
	10

	Psalms
	150

	Isaiah
	66

	Amos
	9

	Gospel according to Mark
	16

	Acts of the Apostles
	28

	1 Corinthians
	16

	Philippians
	4

	Hebrews
	13

	Revelations
	22


 

15 min: Remembering the Books Game
 

Create a chant or phrase to remember the names of the Epistles.  
E.g. Roman Catholics Give Expensive Pan Cakes to the Terribly Poor Happily or Rolling Cows Get Extra Pop Corn to Teach Their Parents Homework stands for books from Romans to Hebrews.
 

Basically to let the kids have fun. Most creative group gets 20 points.
 

Winners get sweets or chocolates or something. =) Please prepare!
 

15 min: Powerpoint Presentation
Catechist to go through the different sections of the bible. It is not important at this stage to learn the books of the Bible but it is important to tell them what types of books and what are they about.  Briefly, the Pentateuch, History Books, Wisdom Books, Prophetic Books, Gospels, Letters, Revelations.  
 

Attached are powerpoint slides with just a few pictures of happenings in the bible. I didn’t put captions because I wanted it to be more interactive with the teens. (No problems recognizing any of the pictures I hope? =) I am planning to explain what is said in the introduction pages found in the bible about these sections.
 

 

15 min: Group Discussion
Catechist input during discussion:
a.                   The Bible is not a single book but a library comprising 39 books in the OT, 12 in the Deuterocanonicals (depending on whether some of the books are appended to the end of the OT books), 27 in the NT.
 

b.                  The Bible is inspired by God and written by man.  It traces the story of biblical people from the Patriarchs about 2000 years before Christ down to final revolt against Rome in 135 CE. 
 

c.                   The whole Bible is covered during masses (including daily masses) over 3 years – Years A, B and C.  They are not read in the order appearing in the Bible but all the books would be substantially covered. 
 

d.                  Essential to the teaching of the Church is the fact that the Bible can be proved to be the written Word of God. The foremost proof that God's Word is precisely what it claims to be is that it works in one's life. We need to apply the bible teachings to our own life.
 

e.                   There is an objective standard of interpreting the bible. Language about visible things is meant literally, while language about invisible things is meant symbolically. For example, the creation of the world in Genesis. People were not around and did not see the universe being created. So the language is symbolical, but creation is true.
 

f.                    Bible does not claim to be a textbook of comprehensive world history, science and technology, medicine or any other non-theological discipline. It is a book of  faith stories.  That is why certain stories cannot be taken literally.
 

g.                   The Bible cannot be read once from cover to cover and then stashed away if it is to give inspiration understanding and direction to the reader.  Ideally, he should join a bible study group, to understand God’s word in the context of my life.

